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Albertaôs Oil Sands: An Overview



Oil sand

A unique resource

ÅOil sand a mixture of 

bitumen, sand, water and 

clay

ÅTwo methods of viable 

recovery today:

üIn-situðwells below 80 

metres

üSurface miningð

accounts for most 

activity to date
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Source: Athabasca Oil Sands 
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Oil sands in three deposits

The Syncrude Mildred 

Lake plant site


